DECISION TREE

Hydration support for calves

Does the calf have diarrhea?

Is the calf able to drink?

Is the calf able to stand?

Calf still
has suckling
reflex, but is

depressed (<8%
dehydrated).

Calf is
severely
dehydrated
(>8%
dehydrated).

Is the calf in heat stress?
Temperature Humidity Index
(THI) 65 or environmental

Consulta
veterinarian. OR

Is the calf in cold stress?
THI < 50 or environmental
temperature below 50 °F .

Vitalrecover

Provide the calf 2.3 oz. per 2 gt.

of lukewarm (95-100° F) water

with Vitalrecover in between milk
feedings with a minimum of 2h
interval. Continue monitoring calf’s
condition. Vitalrecover should be
provided for a maximum of 3 days, or
until the symptoms cease. Consult

a veterinarian if the calf does not
improve within 3 days.

Access to good quality water

Always provide calves with free access
to clean drinking water. Pay close
attention to the vitality of your calves
and consult our specialists if you have
questions.

temperature above 77 °F

Was the calf transported or
undergone significant stress?

Vitalfort

Provide the calf 2 oz. per 2 qt. of
lukewarm (95-100° F) water with
Vitalfort in between milk feedings
with a minimum of 2h interval.
Depending on the situation, Vitalfort
can be given multiple times a day.
Provide to all calves in your herd.

Please note that this decision tree is a general guideline. It is always best to seek advice from a veterinarian for specific situations and circumstances.
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